My Favourite Artists

Chang Fee Ming
I love Chang Fee Ming’s work very much. It depicts South East
Asian’s daily life, though in slow pace, but they live a harmonious and
relaxing lifestyle. Isn’t that better than living in the well developed city
which is competitive but lack of warmth and care?
From his work, especially in the Terrengganu series, I can feel
that he knows and appreciates everyone, rejoice in their happy-go-lucky
lifestyles which full of uniqueness and value in it.

SO WHAT?
1998-99
56 x 76 cm
Private Collection

Chang Fee Ming is truly a great watercolourist. He is a Malaysian
fine artist whose body of work has been exhibited in various public and
private galleries not only from within Malaysia but also abroad. I really
admire the way he paints watercolour in such detail, and his work enable
one to feel the atmosphere of the actual scene. The composition of his
work is rather interesting as well. Sometimes you can see the paintings
of people without seeing their faces. This focuses on the gestures and
therefore enhances the activity that they are doing, and also their hidden
emotions.
As a travelling painter, Chang Fee Ming always brings along his
sketch books and sketches whatever that touches him throughout the
journey. Often, he sketches on an envelope and post it back to himself.
His ink sketches with lively strokes captures the activity of people vividly.
Sometimes, he add on some colour onto the sketches, so to emphasise
on certain subject matter.

Togetherness I
1989
56 X 76 cm
Watercolour on paper
Singapore Private Collection

I would really love to be like him. Travelling around the world,
looking for simple lifestyles, knowing and understanding people, and
most importantly, learn from them regardless of who they are. And
transfer everything into paintings, that touches the heart of every viewer.

“To travel and see and paint
is for me a way of learning,
		 part of my life philosophy”

Mekong: From the Mountain to the Sea
Chiang Sean II
18 X 13 cm
Ink & watercolour on stamped envelope

Take a glimpse on the artist’s journal to Bali at
http://www.changfeeming.com/images/news/Book-Journey%20
to%20Tembok.pdf .

You’ll love it.

http://www.changfeeming.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chang-Fee-Ming/131248693596806

Khoo Cheang Jin
Khoo Cheang Jin is another artist who tells stories of daily life and
recorded them in sketches. As an architecture graduate, old buildings
has always been his most loved subject for painting. Besides that, he
sketches the scenes in Penang streets. Those normal scenes that we see
everyday become so attractive and meaningful when transferred into
sketches or watercolour paintings by him.
I like his vibrant transparent colours which often brings me closer
to the actual atmosphere.
The President of the Penang Watercolour Society plays with water
and colour very well. The colour being washed, added with dry strokes of
details brings out the nostalgic feel of the scene.
Hungry Ghost Festival at
Campbell Street Market, Penang.

Chulia Street Corner House
38x56cm

Balinese Gateway, 1997
54 x 38

Khoo Cheang Jin simply captures the Hungry Ghost Festival in such a narrative way.

https://www.facebook.com/ArtOfKhooCheangJin
http://www.watercolour.org.sg/members/khoocheangjin.html

Calvin Chua Cheng Koon
Calvin Chua is one of the Malaysian Watercolour Organisation
(MWO) founding members, and has exhibited his artworks in galleries
throughout the region ever since he started painting. Famed for his
delightful depictions of the morning glory flower, Calvin proceeds to
engage in the human form and experience.
It is his lifestyle and location that has influenced his art. Calvin
revisits Sungai Raya, Yan, Kedah, to paint the childhood days. He paints
the fun that children are having when playing in the river, and it is so
inviting that I feel like joining them.
Fruit trees, especially rambutan trees are always seen in his
watercolour work. Vibrant colours being washed leaving spaces for water
splashes harmonize the painting as a whole.

River Series III 158x89.5cm Oil on Jute 2013

Calvin uses slightly different approach for his acrylic or oil painting.
Monochrome background added with strong and fast strokes of bright
colours expresses more energetic enjoyment and fun of playing around
in the nature.
By looking into Calvin’s art, one is taught to live his life with
passion, searching for fun in whatever to be done, by revealing one’s
enthusiastic childhood spirit besides not forgetting about human’s
relation with the nature.

Artist at work

“Through my works of art I’ d
like to deliver the beauty of
nature in hope that it will touch
you, like how it did for me..”
Back Then, Watercolour, 56x76cm

https://www.facebook.com/chuachengkoon

River Series I89x158cm Oil on Jute 2013

Tuman Zhumabaev
Tuman Zhumabaev Russian painter, is one of the most prominent
artist living in Russia today. Since 1983, the artist has been taking part
in a number of exhibitions around the country. From 1996 onwards, he
exhibited his work all around the world included Vietnam and China.
He paints still life, portrait and landscape. Influenced by the
impressionists, he expresses his oil paintings with thick strokes, thus
turning traditional subject matter into a more abstract form.
Tuman Zhumabaev pays extra attention on the colour and light.
Although in semi-abstract form, the depth of painting is shown well. The
roughness of the painting appears to be smooth from afar.

Beer mood
Oil on canvas
54cm x 65cm
2009

Furthermore, the extraordinary harmonies of colour and tone, of
Tuman’s paintings seems to come alive to tell stories of their own.

The Boat, Oil on canvas, 40x56cm, 2010

Morning tea

St. Nicholas Cathedral, Oil on canvas, 73cm x 80cm, 2010

Sunflower, Oil on canvas, 60cm x 100cm, 2011
http://www.tumanart.ru

Pear, Oil on canvas, 80x80cm, 2010

Norman Rockwell
Norman Percevel Rockwell (February 3, 1894 – November 8, 1978)
was a 20th century American painter and illustrator. His works enjoy a
broad popular appeal in the United States for their reflection of American
culture. Rockwell is most famous for the cover illustrations of everyday
life scenarios he created for The Saturday Evening Post magazine for
more than four decades.
Norman Rockwell’s art is frank and sincere. For over 60 years,
he painted his country and its people about who they are and who they
want to be. The cartoonish characters enhance the joyful and playful part
even more.
Rockwell was simple. He just painted the little things that he saw.
He simply cherish the simple domestic contentment that most of us
often not paying attention to.
By looking to his paintings, we’ll smile and appreciate the small
incident or daily routine in our lives more.

No Swimming, the cover for The Saturday Evening
Post, published 4-Jun-1921

Roadblock

But Wait ‘Til Next Week, 1920

Triple Self-Portrait, 1960

“Without thinking too much
about it in specific terms, I was
showing the America I knew
and observed to others who
might not have noticed..”

http://www.nrm.org

